
 

                                             

MESSAGE FROM THE TRUST SAFEGUARDING TEAM   
 
Thank you for ensuring all pupils and staff continue to feel safe. 
Schools response to the Ofsted Sexual harassment Review and 
Contextual safeguarding continues to be a focus for Rivermead Inclusive 
Trust.  It is important to remember that our young people are vulnerable 
to abuse in a range of social contexts beyond the family environment. 
 

Contextual Safeguarding Information 

https://contextualsafeguarding.org.uk/  

Homepage (csnetwork.org.uk) 

Contextual Safeguarding is an approach to understanding, and responding 
to, young people’s experiences of significant harm beyond their families. 
It recognises that the different relationships that young people form in 
their neighbourhoods, schools and online can feature violence and abuse. 
Parents and carers have little influence over these contexts, and young 
people’s experiences of extra-familial abuse can undermine parent-child 
relationships. 

Sign up to access training and webinars Training resources and webinars 
(csnetwork.org.uk) 
 
  
Sexual harassment in Schools – Useful reading and resources 
 
ofsted-review-sexual-harassment-and-safeguarding-concerns-in-schools 
 
https://www.stopitnow.org.uk 
 
https://www.kidpower.org/child-abuse-prevention 

 
 

                                                   
 

Useful websites: 
Medway Safeguarding Children Partnership's (MSCP) 
https://www.medwayscp.org.uk/mscb/info/4/advice-resources-
professionals 
 
MSCP Free e-learning courses 
A selection of course linked to safeguarding for professionals 
https://www.kscmp.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/105279/KSCMP-
and-MSCP-E-Learning-Courses.pdf 
 
Kent e learning courses 

https://www.kscmp.org.uk/training/e-learning 

 

 

Worried about a learner or child? 
Don’t assume that someone else will do 
something. Speak to a DSL immediately. 

 
If a child is in immediate danger, call 999 

                                    
 

 
 

Due to the very high level of trespassing on 
the tracks by young people in our local area, 
Network Rail in partnership with Learn Live 
are working to help raise awareness to 
students across the UK educating them about 
the dangers of the train tracks through 
interactive digital delivery. 
Please share the relevant safety videos with 
your pupils or send the link to parents who 
can watch it at home. 
 

Network Rail primary school safety talk - 
Learn Live (learnliveuk.com) 

 

Network Rail secondary school safety talk - 
Learn Live (learnliveuk.com) 

 

I Am Train Safe - Learn Live (learnliveuk.com) 
(College Students) 
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• Victim Blaming Language 

Language used by safeguarding professionals, is very important. When completing reports detailing interactions with 
children and vulnerable adults the language used needs to be truthful and factual. A certain amount of opinion and 
hypothesis may be appropriate when considering risk and making decisions n respect of a safeguarding response . However, 
practitioners need to be mindful of the language they use and be acutely aware that their documents may end up being 
used in court proceedings. Appropriate terminology is particularly important when used to discuss children and young 
people who have been exploited or are at risk of exploitation. Language implying that the child or young person is 
complicit in any way, or responsible for the crimes that have happened or may happen to them, must be avoided. 

 Language should reflect the presence of coercion and the lack of control young people have in abusive or exploitative 
situations, and must recognise the severity of the impact that exploitation has on the child or young person. Victim-
blaming language may reinforce messages from perpetrators around shame and guilt. This in turn may prevent the child or 
young person from disclosing their abuse, through fear of being blamed by professionals. When victim-blaming language is 
used amongst professionals, there is a risk of normalising and minimising the child’s experience, resulting in lack of an 
appropriate response. 

According to the Ofsted report Time to Listen– a joined up response to child sexual exploitation and missing children 
victim-blaming language is still being used by professionals dealing with child sexual/criminal exploitation cases. The 
report confirms that although there is evidence of better support for children at risk of, or subject to, child sexual 
exploitation, more needs to be done— including the use of more appropriate language to effectively engage with children.  

The following terms should not be used when discussing or recording issues of child sexual/criminal exploitation:  

• Putting themselves at risk This implies that the child is responsible for the risks presented by the perpetrator and that 
they are able to make free and informed choices. 

 • Involved in CSE This implies a level of choice regarding the child being abused. A five year old would never be referred 
to as being involved in sexual abuse for the same reasons. 

• He/she is choosing this lifestyle This implies that the child or young person is responsible for the exploitation and has the 
capacity to make a free and informed choice. It does not recognise the abusive or exploitative context. • In a relationship 
with… This implies that the child or young person is in a consensual relationship and does not reflect the abusive or 
exploitative context.  

• Boyfriend/girlfriend This implies that the child or young person is in a consensual relationship and does not reflect the 
abusive or exploitative context. Children have been challenged in court with practitioners recordings where a practitioner 
has referred to the perpetrator as the child’s boyfriend or girlfriend. 

 • Spending time/associating with ... This implies that the child or young person is responsible for the exploitation and has 
the capacity to make a free and informed choice. It does not recognise the abusive or exploitative context. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/676421/Time_to_listen___a_joined_up_response_to_child_sexual_exploitation_and_missing_children.pdf


 • Promiscuous This implies consensual sexual activity has taken place. It is a judgemental term which stereotypes and 
labels people. It isn’t appropriate in any context when discussing children and young people, particularly if it occurs within 
an abusive or exploitative context.  

• Prostituting themselves This implies that the child or young person is responsible for the abuse and has the capacity to 
make a free and informed choice. It does not recognise the abusive or exploitative context. Changes in legislation have 
meant that child prostitution is no longer an acceptable term and should never be used. 

• Sexual activity with This implies consensual sexual activity has taken place. If it occurs within an abusive or exploitative 
context this term is not appropriate.  

• Sexually active since (age under 13) A child under 13 cannot consent to sex and is therefore being abused. This should be 
reflected in the language used.  

• Has been contacting adult males/females via phone or internet This implies that the child or young person is responsible 
for the communication and does not reflect the abusive or exploitative context.  

Further explanation and suggested alternatives to the terms/phrases above can be found here. 

Further reading: 

https://www.verywellfamily.com/examples-of-victim-blaming-460802 

A very powerful video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-R3FVCEN8I 

 

 

 

 

TRUST DSL FORUM 

 

DSLs from each school attend a regular Trust DSL meeting- if you have anything that you wish to raise please speak to 

your Safeguarding Team or email me directly:  

quare043@rivermeadinclusivetrust.org  
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