
 

 

      Term 3—2020/21 

Welcome  

Do not worry about going another term without your fix of GDPR. Our leads 
have got together and have some amazing and exciting GDPR information to 

share with you. Therefore, a very warm welcome to 

 ’The Exciting World of GDPR’  

Get yourself a lovely cup of tea, find a quiet spot and enjoy the guilty pleasure 
of catching up with everything data protection. 

 

‘The most excitement that you will get from a piece of paper’ 

 
.  Amazing App 

 Not only adults, but also children should give some thought to data protection. For that reason, the Joint Research Centre has    

developed the mobile game Cyber Chronix, where players must tackle a series of GDPR-related obstacles on a futuristic planet.  

Players are taken to a futuristic planet several light years from Earth. The aim is to help their character to make it to a party, while 

they encounter several data protection-related obstacles along the way  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As players progress through the game, they have to make several choices that will affect the storyline and eventual outcome. 
The game is designed to introduce young people to concepts including the notion of personal data, the right to be forgotten,     

personal data breaches, the right to data portability and informed consent. 
 

While Cyber Chronix is primarily aimed at young people, the content and gameplay experience can be interesting and fun for adults 
too. 

 
The game can be downloaded on Android and iOS  

 
To download click below for: 

Android 
IOS 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/news/understanding-gdpr-new-game-jrc
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ec.europa.publications.cyberchronix
https://www.apple.com/uk/ios/app-store/


 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Just Joking  
 

GDPR can be very dry and not a matter to giggle over. We thought however we would 
bring back our feature from last time with a few more GDPR cartoons 



 

Whether we like it or not, teachers are now very much more 
on show to a wider audience. When education secretary Gavin 

Williamson announced that parents could report their         
children’s schools to Ofsted for failing to provide adequate 

learning online, he opened quite a can of worms.   

Helicopter parents, anxious about their children’s progress, 
have been known to issue instructions of their own while the 
teacher is talking during online lessons, thus undermining the 
independence of their child and causing confusion. How can a 
child learn while trying to process two sets of instructions at 

the same time? 

Worse, there are some parents who take it upon themselves to 

intervene in the lesson while the teacher is talking, and to    

provide their corrections. It’s difficult, to say the least, to know 

how to deal with such interruptions.  

In the real classroom, we don’t have parents sitting at the 
back, and authorised visitors know that any intervention      

distorts the dynamic. Seasoned observers who are properly 
trained, on the other hand, provide great learning                

opportunities for teachers within the right environment.   

Parents crossing the line during online learning 

If there is an important issue with the accuracy  of what is     
being taught, and the teacher is in error, then  the class teacher 
(and the head, if necessary) should instead be contacted after 

the session by email. 

Often, students are expected to have their cameras on, so that 
teachers can see that they are engaging in lessons. (It is rather 
easy for children to turn their cameras off  and then leave the 
room or play on their Xbox. Teachers usually know that this is 

happening when their question is met with a prolonged,       
unbroken silence). 

But, even if cameras are on, there is the worrying question 
about who else could be in a child’s room off-camera. And 

should unknown adults have the opportunity to address the 
virtual classroom when most children don’t even know them? 

Parents encouraged into judgmental mode may cross the line 
in other ways, too. Some parents compare the quality of     

teaching from their respective children’s lessons on social    
media. While it’s very uncomfortable to be aware of this     

possibility, there isn’t a great deal schools can do to challenge 
it.  

Instead of opening the floodgates to criticism, Gavin             
Williamson should have been working with the profession to 

ensure that home-school dialogue is kept at an objective level, 
to protect individuals and schools’ reputations, and to protect 
staff, who are doing their level best under extreme conditions 

to nurture the children in their care.  

Instead, perhaps schools will now have to rewrite their child 
protection guidance to include a code of behaviour for parents 

to follow when their children are online.  

Silence on the issue of teachers' rights 

Government focuses on safeguarding children but, unless I’m 
missing something, it is curiously silent about teachers’ rights. 

This seems worrying enough. But read through  the more     
comprehensive NEU guidance, and you’ll see this piece of   

advice: “Pupils and parents should sign an agreement not to 
record or share any element of live lessons; schools may warn 

the school community of the consequences of engaging in such 
behaviour.”  

Implicitly, this advice recognises the danger of whole or       
segments of lessons being shared on social media. But it does 

not explicitly state the nature of the offence or the              
consequences.  

Schools and colleges own the intellectual copyright of anything 
that is broadcast via their platforms. In the worst-case         

scenario, this means that anyone re-broadcasting even a part 
of a lesson could face legal consequences. We are very new to 

online schooling, and have much to learn about regulating 
other people’s use of our work, so no case has yet been 

fought, but is it just a matter of time before such a case arises?  

More concerning is what might happen if parents should     
decide to broadcast part of a lesson. It may not only be the 

teacher who appears on screen or whose voice is heard.      
Children participating in the lesson may be named or may give 
away details of their lives. Will we see cases where a parent is 
prosecuted for breaching someone else’s child’s (or a teach-

er’s) data under GDPR legislation? 

When Gavin Williamson invited parents to comment on their 
child’s access to online teaching and the quality of provision, 

he no doubt intended to use every means possible to  secure a 
minimum quota of online lessons. Sadly, it’s a move that 

smacks more of George Orwell’s 1984 than of the more open 
society that we should still be enjoying, even in  the pandemic 

Britain of 2021. 

It is a very uncomfortable world that teachers have been 
thrust into: one that needs to be regulated more strongly, so 

that everyone is aware of the rules.  

So far, parents have stood by teachers in the aftermath of 
Gavin Williamson’s speech – or, at least, the most fair-minded 

and most positively vocal have done. 

But, as time goes on and we all get weary of lockdown 

measures, there is the as yet unchallenged issue of  who sees 

online lessons, who has the right to intervene, how they might 

do so – and how the rights of those engaged in everyday   

learning should be protected.

https://www.tes.com/news/would-we-ask-amateurs-surveil-gps-so-why-teachers
https://www.tes.com/news/would-we-ask-amateurs-surveil-gps-so-why-teachers
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/calcutta/coronavirus-lockdown-teachers-upset-with-parents-interference/cid/1773630
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/calcutta/coronavirus-lockdown-teachers-upset-with-parents-interference/cid/1773630
https://www.tes.com/news/too-many-children-are-over-parented-and-afraid-fail
https://www.tes.com/news/too-many-children-are-over-parented-and-afraid-fail
https://www.tes.com/news/how-use-xbox-or-playstation-online-learning
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-schools-online-learning-teacher-fury-remote-lessons-are-publicly-shamed%C2%A0
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-schools-online-learning-teacher-fury-remote-lessons-are-publicly-shamed%C2%A0
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-schools-online-learning-teacher-fury-remote-lessons-are-publicly-shamed%C2%A0
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-and-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://neu.org.uk/advice/coronavirus-blended-learning-guidance
https://neu.org.uk/advice/coronavirus-blended-learning-guidance
https://www.tes.com/news/hub/social-media
https://www.hcrlaw.com/blog/hosting-and-recording-online-lessons-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic-what-should-schools-consider/%C2%A0
https://www.hcrlaw.com/blog/hosting-and-recording-online-lessons-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic-what-should-schools-consider/%C2%A0
https://www.tes.com/news/hub/coronavirus
https://www.tes.com/news/hub/coronavirus
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-praise-schools-gavin-williamson-invaluable-teachers-after-ofsted-threat
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-praise-schools-gavin-williamson-invaluable-teachers-after-ofsted-threat


 

 

Technology Time 
 

Just a reminder that with important data being shared via e-mail that we have the responsibility to be        
protecting the data of those contained within our e-mails. For this reason it is really important that 

you encrypt all e-mails that contain data which could identify someone.  
 

.A final word  
 

We hope that you have found the GDPR newsletter useful during this term and if you have any GDPR questions then please do 
either e-mail me on  

dadsp001@rivermeadinclusivetrust.org or ask your school GDPR lead.  
 

Thank you for keeping GDPR safe and remember to look after your data and that of other people.  

Super Switch Off  
 

Just a reminder that in order to protect all of your data that you switch off your machine at the end of 

the day before you leave to go home. If not then your data and information becomes easily to access. 

The exception to this is if you need to do remote learning. If this is the case then the room which       

contains your ‘work’ machine should be locked at the end of the day before leaving.  

Password Protection  
 

In order to meet best practice around data security it is advised that your log on password to your    

machine is at least 10 digits long. This will happen automatically when you update your password.   

However, if you have not done this yet then look out for an e-mail from our Network Manager (Colin 

Bellinger) who will explain what you need to do. 

Remote Reminder  
 

If when  you are delivering remote learning and you get a name come up on the screen that you don’t recognise then Stop! 
Ask the person the other end to switch on their camera and microphone and identify themselves.  

If they fail to do this then you need to remove them from the session straight away and speak to your SLT / Safeguarding lead        
immediately.  

 
It is also important that you change the link to future meetings.  

 
This has happened in one of our Trust schools so please be very aware of who is accessing your sessions. 

 

Safety First  
 
 
 
. 
 

 

 

mailto:dadsp001@rivermeadinclusivetrust.org

